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l. There ia a need for an
organieation of Political Geogra-
phers to tihink and do erclusive-
Iy for the subject, for which the
firet prereguisite is to prepaie an
inventory of political .geogra-
phers in ln&a, listing their parti-
cular field of interest and publi-
cations.

2. The Political Geographers shoutd
mcct oncc a y€ar witlr well'pre-
pard re*arch papen which
may be publ,ished after pnoper
vetting. (Dr. C. P. Singh under-
took to explore trlre possibility
of artanging the meet in 1992).

3. Possibilities may be cxplored to
bring out four issues in a year of
a publication the format of

Thic ia by far thc most oomprehensive
tcxt bools on Geomorphology autlored
by ar, Indian cc[olar. The book is a
thoroughly revised and enlarged edition
of an earlier book entitled "Bhu Akruti
Vijayn" written in Hindi by the sarne
author, but differerrt in content and or-
ga,nization and more comprehensive in
soope.

Thc book is designed for the graduate
counreg in Indian univers:ties and has a
blend of tra&tional themes like orig'n of
the Fardr and tfie recent developments
like plate tectonics and sea-floor spread-
ing. Divided in 3l chaptbrs and followed
by references and a useful index, the
book is well illustrated and supple-
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which may bc similar to that
of 'FOCUS (Washington).

4. Political Geographere in India
should derrclop a distinctive
Indian appreach to thc relarion
between geography and politics
rnediated by ethice and morality,
which tLe Dircctor of thc S€nri-
nar liked to be called as 'Geo-
sheelitics' (in Hind,i, B,lrooshee-
leeti).

5, The departmeartc of geography
through out [ndia may be r€-
quested not b exclude political
geography as a part of gpneral
eyllabus of Human Goography.

R. N. P. Sinha
Seminar Director

rnented with queetions at the end of each
chapter.

The first two hundred and fifty pagea of
the book diacuss the theories of the earth
rang:ing frorn the history of the earth, the
'Earth's interior and the isostatlc equi-
librium to sea-floor spreading, plate
tectonics and the Mountain build.ng. ln
this, Prof. Dayal has not been selective
and still juxtaposes thc plate tectonics
with Kober's typical orogen and t}e
thermal oontraction of Jeffreys. One may
question the relevance of including all
the theoretical constructs that have pre-
ceded the platd movements. This load of
theories may prove too cumbersome to
the students and would certainly not be
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condudvc to the clariry of . underatand'
ins. Ideas barcd on cl,obal evidencea

could lraT'e been given precedence over

ryhat has bccn diecardcd.

The secti,ons devoted to weathering,

erogion and river valley development
are outdated and inadequate. The author
has not thought it worthwhile to think
-of channel propertiee and their hydrolo-
sical irrplieations. Thc discharge crtrara-

ctoristicE and flood regirnes of rivers
have been complctely ignored. Yet the
Davisian model of cyclc of erosion \f,ith
comrnents on its validity lns found a
place in the book rerninding ooe of what
wooldrigo wrote half a ccntury ago.

The landfornrs in difrerent milieus or
owlng to a v*riety of pr,ocesacs have becn
discuesed in dctail, may theee be karst
rcgi,on, acolian landform or the areac of
glacial landforme. A novelty in thc
book fu the addition of thc chapter on
paiglacid landforme. C.oastal tandforrns
and g@morphoklgy o[ oc/arn floore
havc rcccivcd ryeiil dtcntion. Thc book
clorce with tro clraptcrn oa baric

Thia b a booL, that contains thcmes a

geographer urually"'includo is environ-
rnerrt, and givee a vcr57 Lmprehcntive
account of errvironmc,nt from a geogra'
phical perrspecti*e. The book cornbiner
the approach of a phycical geographer
with those of a bio-guographer and eco-
1"g.*. Thc rnerit of the book ic that even
a studsnt without a background of any
one of tlre above disciplincs can read it
profitably, rince all unfamiliar therner are

IT'

conceptr (a la Thornbury).and ths oth€r
on Applied geomorpholoey. WhY thc
basic corlcepte at thc cnd of thig bookl
Does the author think that the dude,nts

can undergtand the baric concepts only
after readins through the book. Applied
geomorptr,ologly ie vrhat ono haa to empha-
size to project the irnportancc of the
discipline.

For a volume of this cize. the quality
of paper and the printinc cot{d have
beer chosen more carefully. Was it too
much to have a qualiry production of the
book) May be. thc author and the
publtirher, both had in thcir mind the
intendcd readerchip, kccping the ptice
quits low within the purcha.dng capacity
of University rhrdc{rts.

The revie*ver finds the book paiDstalc-

ingly written and the treatment vety,
comprehenrive. Both the rtudente and
the tcachem will find it eaey to read and
underrand. If the bools pickr up, and
onc hopce, it docr, drc recond cdition
eould be brouglrt out a, a library cdirion.

K R Dtttit

dirc,u.ued in tlre tcxt and thc jorgrn dm-
plified. The book ir rvnitten in thc nature
of a text boolc of themeg, whether they
relate to redimentation and eroei,on,
tr,ophic leveh, nutrient cycles or cven
the basic concept in ecology. All find a
place in thc volume.

As tho author statcs in preface, the
first five chnptcrs deal with concepts like
environmont, ecoloSy, eco-aystem, and
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